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WHAT IS A DIESEL PARTICULATE FILTER (DPF) 
Meeting or exceeding stringent EU6 emissions regulations, all new-diesel Land Rover vehicles are 
fitted with an exhaust filter, also known as a Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF). This is used to efficiently 
capture and remove 99% of all particulates from the exhaust, helping to lower tailpipe emissions. 

HOW DOES A DPF WORK? 
During normal driving conditions, the DPF collects particulates in the exhaust to be burned off when 
it reaches a high temperature. As the filter becomes full, a cleaning process occurs automatically. 
This is known as regeneration. Shorter journeys, such as those often taken in a city, can make this 
process more difficult to achieve as the system does not get hot enough. 

HOW DOES A DPF AFFECT MY JOURNEYS? 

In some scenarios, such as frequent driving in slow, stop-start traffic, or in very cold weather, 
cleaning of the exhaust filter may not occur automatically. If this is the case, a warning light will 
illuminate on your Land Rover Instrument Panel. 

•  
AMBER LIGHT 

  

An amber light indicates that your exhaust filter is filling up and a process of manual 
cleaning is required. We recommend driving above 37mph for 20 minutes to clean the 
filter. Failure to regenerate the filter will eventually lead to a red light being displayed 
and has the potential to affect vehicle performance. 
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•  
RED LIGHT 

 

A red light indicates that your exhaust filter is now full, and the performance of your 
vehicle is likely to be reduced. In this scenario, we recommend contacting Land Rover 
Assistance as soon as possible to resolve the issue**. 

•  
GREEN LIGHT 

 

Once you’ve, taken the appropriate steps to address the amber or red alerts, the DPF 
symbol will turn green to indicate that regeneration is complete. 

  

 

Check oil dilution and if it is poor 0/zero is good, 10 is 
bad then advise changing oil and filter once repairs 

are completed. 
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A by-product of the DPF system is oil dilution, the shorter the journeys the potential greater risk of 

oil dilution occurring. 

Is my vehicle affected by the problem oil dilution? 

The first indication of oil dilution is to measure the oil level. The measurement level of the engine oil 

is too high, there may be a dilution of the oil.  

 

Representation of an oil dipstick with different filling levels: Empty (left), oil level low (2nd from left), 

oil level normal (2nd from right), oil level too high (right) 

Check your oil level regularly to prevent problems 
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Is oil dilution dangerous? 

At what point the oil dilution becomes dangerous for the engine can only be precisely determined by 

the engine manufacturer. Only there the appropriate tests are made. Unfortunately, this 

information is rarely published. 

How can oil dilution be avoided? 

The effect of oil dilution is intensified by driving short distances, especially in cold outside 

temperatures. The engine is often started cold and rarely reaches the optimum operating 

temperature. This causes a lot of fuel to accumulate in the oil. If you have to drive many short 

distances, it is always advisable to move the vehicle over longer distances and drive at higher 

speeds. 

Another reason for oil dilution can be a defective thermostat in the radiator. If the radiator cools the 

engine down too much, too much fuel is deposited on the cylinder walls. Have the functionality of 

the thermostat checked in case of doubt. 

If none of the measures should lead to success, the last step is a more frequent oil change to replace 

the contaminated oil. Especially for engines with long-life fillings, shortening the change interval to, 

for example, one year (instead of two years) can be helpful. Especially for engines with long-life 

fillings, shortening the change interval to, for example, one year (instead of two years even 6 

monthly oil changes) can be helpful. In certain cases (Ingenium engines) check and review at 6 

months, then earlier if required, like every 4 months. This could help in reduction of premature 

engine wear! 

In certain cases (Ingenium engines) check and review at 6 months, 

then earlier if required, like every 4 months. This could help in 

reduction of premature engine wear! 

 

 

 

 


